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Remembering the Old, Hoping for the New, Carrying Forward the Past and
Opening up the Future

—— Commemorating the 110th Anniversary of the Birth of Mr. Ren Jiyu, the Former
Director of the National Library of China

Chen Ying

Abstract: Ren Jiyu was the longest-serving director in the history of the National Library of China and one of
the most revered leaders in contemporary Chinese librarianship. With a cultural consciousness and confidence in
“carrying forward the brilliance of five thousand years of civilization while pioneering an unprecedented socialist
culture for the future”, he advocated for the rescue and preservation of precious classics, personally overseeing
numerous large-scale compilation and publication projects of classical literature, amassing invaluable resources
for a new cultural construction boom. With the profound insights from a philosopher and historian, he deeply
reflected on the functions and modernization pathways of libraries, leading the National Library of China to
successfully join the ranks of world-class institutions and achieving breakthroughs in lifelong learning
education, classic cultural dissemination, and digital library development. In the new era and on the new
journey, we will follow the cultural philosophy and library governance principles of this distinguished scholar,
aiming to build a strategically-oriented, research-based national library of Chinese characteristics and world-
class standards, making new and greater contributions to advancing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation
through Chinese-style modernization. 29 refs.
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