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Motivation Analysis of Donations to Libraries in Late Qing Dynasty and the
Republic of China Period

Li Jing Zhang Jiuzhen

Abstract: The social donation to libraries during the late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China period
represent a unique and rich cultural phenomenon in the history of Chinese library development. However,
researchers have rarely explored the donation motivations. By reviewing relevant donation records, it is found
that individual donation motivations stem from the influence of traditional Confucian ideals such as “cultivating
oneself, harmonizing the family, governing the state, and pacifying the world”, “benevolence as love”, and
“righteousness as profit”. In contrast, institutional donations—represented by governments, publishing
organizations, and foreign groups—were driven by multiple factors, including administrative mandates, brand
embedding and government-enterprise interactions, and academic coexistence and civilization cooperation.
Additionally, various donation activities were influenced by external factors such as policy incentives, proactive
library efforts, the role models of prominent social figures, and the pursuit of enduring commemoration. 1 tab. 52
refs.
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