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Inspirations on Manuscript Collection Development and Services of the New
York Public Library

Liu Minghui

Abstract: In the digital age, the value of manuscript gets receiving increasing attention. Globally, manuscript
collections have always been among the most important special collections in research libraries. The manuscript
collections of the New York Public Library are renowned. As a public research library, its manuscript collections
are characterized by a diversified development model, a specialized management model, a collaborative
governance mechanism, standardized measurement system and cataloging norms, the practical orientation of
“cataloging as research”, and a hierarchical service system. Based on this practical paradigm, this paper
proposes inspirations for special collections work in public libraries in China, including strengthening the
awareness of special collection development, enhancing the concept of knowledge management, and leveraging
the advantages of digital and intelligent technologies. 25 refs.
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