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Research on Service Paths of Picture Book Reading for Special Needs
Children in Public Libraries

Chen Xiang

Abstract: Providing reading services for special needs children is a crucial embodiment of public libraries’
commitment to inclusive and equitable service principles. This paper grounds in the theoretical framework of
picture book reading’s multifaceted roles in promoting cognitive development, emotional nurturing, meaning
construction, and psychological healing for special needs children, selects cases of picture book reading services
for this group in Chinese public libraries to analyze current practices. Finally, it proposes six optimized
pathways: constructing a tiered and classified service model, developing thematic picture book resources,

creating group-friendly reading environment, establishing multi-stakeholder collaboration platform, innovating

service formats, and improving evaluation and communication strategies. 2 figs. 2 tabs. 29 refs.
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