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From Library-School Cooperation to the Integration of Culture and
Education: Pathways to Public Library Service Innovation in the Context of
Building China into a Leading Country in Education

Li Guihua Yu Zeyuan

Abstract: The integration of culture and education is a government-facilitated systemic upgrading that
transcends traditional library-school cooperation. It serves as both a key avenue for public libraries to extend
services beyond traditional boundaries and demonstrate their value, and an important means for actors in the
cultural system to contribute to building China into a leading country in education. Guided by the logic of
“review-construction-interpretation-action ”, this study draws on field observations and interviews from
representative public libraries in Guangzhou, Foshan and Shenzhen, and systematically integrates policy
documents and case materials to analyze the logic and strategies of the integration of culture and education,
aiming to provide both instructive and generalizable insights for practice. The integration of culture and
education is a dynamic process in which actors in the cultural and educational systems co-create value through
deep interaction under the combined effects of policy guidance and practical feed back. In terms of its realization
logic, it relies on the dual drivers of governmental coordination and the endogenous motivation of actors to
generate integrated services characterized by factor flows and bidirectional empowerment. Through the far-
reaching benefits of services, it further feeds back into practice, thereby ensuring the sustainability of
integration. The integration of culture and education can be viewed as a policy-supported progressive process
encompassing four stages—initiation, consolidation, expansion, and elevation—through which long-term
development and an integrated ecosystem are achieved. 2 figs. 47 refs.
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