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Strategic Reflections on the High-Quality Development of Public Libraries
During the 15th Five-Year Plan Period

—— A Case Study of the Capital Library of China
Mao Yajun Wang Meng

Abstract: The 15th Five-Year Plan period marks a critical stage for China to comprehensively build a modern
socialist country and advance toward the long-term goal of building a culturally powerful country by 2035. It also
constitutes an important strategic opportunity for public libraries to achieve transformation from scale expansion
to connotation enhancement, from traditional services to smart services, and from resource supply to value
creation. Based on the actual development of the Capital Library of China, closely aligned with the national
cultural development strategy and the requirements of Beijing’s construction of the “Four Centers”, this paper
analyzes the new requirements and tasks facing public libraries during the 15th Five-Year Plan period against
the new circumstances of improving the quality and efficiency of public cultural services, advancing the
legalization of national reading, and the development of artificial intelligence technology. It proposes that public
libraries should reposition their roles to further evolve into urban knowledge infrastructure, civic lifelong learning
centers, urban cultural landmarks, as well as platforms for urban cultural memory and cultural exchange. On this
basis, three paths for high-quality development are clarified: promoting the direct delivery of high-quality
resources to grassroots communities through systematic construction; reshaping knowledge services and operation
models through smart construction; and consolidating endogenous driving force for development through
professional construction. 10 refs.

Keywords: The 15th Five-Year Plan; High-Quality Development; Urban Knowledge Infrastructure; Lifelong
Learning; Smart Library; Direct Delivery of High-Quality Resources to Grassroots Units; Professionalization
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