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Reconstruction, Empowerment, and Collaboration: Development Paths for
Libraries in the Context of Cultural Innovation

Wu Jianzhong

Abstract: Against the backdrop of the accelerating development of digital technologies and the profound
transformation of modes of cultural innovation, the traditional library model centered on service provision is
undergoing systemic reconfiguration. This paper adopts reconstruction, empowerment, and collaboration as an
analytical framework to examine the transformation pathways of libraries in the context of cultural innovation and
the contemporary articulation of their public mission. At the level of reconstruction, the paper argues that
libraries respond to narratives of “decline” through the reconfiguration of space and functions, gradually shifting
from reading-centered venues toward public spaces that support dialogue, collaboration, and cultural practices.
At the level of empowerment, drawing on the strategic orientations of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA), the paper analyzes how libraries move from a service-based logic to a
capability-based logic, thereby building capability-oriented infrastructure within the knowledge system. At the
level of collaboration, the paper distinguishes among participation, cooperation, and co-creation, elucidating how
libraries move beyond the traditional view of communities as one-way service recipients and work with
communities to jointly shape a sustainable public cultural ecosystem. The study suggests that reconstruction-
empowerment-collaboration constitutes a threefold pathway through which libraries engage in cultural
innovation, offering useful perspectives and references for reaffirming and extending their public mission in the
contemporary knowledge society. 12 refs.
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