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Collaborative Construction of Local Cultural Memory: Integration Pathways
of Oral History and Special Collections of Notable Figures in Public Libraries

Chen Yang

Abstract: This study explores collaborative mechanisms for oral history and special collections in public
libraries: expanding the library’s memory function from a “storage repository” to a “production space” to
facilitate the revitalization, transmission, and innovative transformation of local cultural memory. Based on
theories of social memory and knowledge management, this study takes the integrated practice of oral history and
special collections of notable figures at Guangzhou Library as a case study. Through empirical research and
model construction, it reveals a collaborative mechanism of “value symbiosis-complementary differences-
innovative transformation” and proposes an integrated model of “memory construction-document activation-
cultural reproduction”. The research demonstrates that oral history supplements documentary details through
dynamic narrative, while special collections provide evidential historical support. These two can synergistically
build a “document + oral + artifact” resource repository. Through multi-dimensional collection, knowledge
association, and transmedia dissemination, libraries can achieve resource integration, activate local cultural
DNA, and innovate the paradigm for social memory construction. 2 figs. 30 refs.
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