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Study on the Spatial Innovation and Knowledge Dissemination of Urban
Public Libraries in China

Gao Zaihong Wang Runjue

Abstract: Throughout the development and evolution of public libraries, their functions and spatial structures
have undergone continuous transformation, while the dissemination and preservation of knowledge have remained
one of their core missions. This study selected four newly constructed urban public libraries based on factors
such as public recognition and social media engagement, analyzing their spatial innovation practices and
knowledge dissemination logic. Against the backdrop of national reading campaign, digital transformation, and
the integration of culture and tourism, we found that the urban public libraries in China are engaged in multi-
dimensional spatial production and multi-faceted cultural empowerment, both externally and internally, fostering
collaborative, integrated, and immersive knowledge dissemination pathways. As “knowledge dissemination
complexes” and “knowledge dissemination infrastructure”, urban public libraries should continually expand the
scope and depth of knowledge dissemination, strengthen connections between people and knowledge as well as
people and the city. Further more, they should evolve from traditional repositories of information and knowledge
into broader spatial media capable of influencing behavior and building relationships. 1 tab. 43 refs.
Keywords: Public Library; Library Space; Knowledge Dissemination; Public Cultural Space; Knowledge
Infrastructure
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