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Methodology of Empowering Neighborhoods Through Embedding Public
Cultural Services into Urban Renewal Actions: Theory and Practice

Wei Dongzeng Jin Dongchang

Abstract: Embedding public cultural services into urban renewal initiatives is an inevitable requirement for
creating higher-quality living spaces for the people, as well as an important means to deliver high-quality
cultural resources directly to the grassroots. This study summarizes the laws governing the organic embedding of
public cultural services into urban renewal initiatives as the “neighborhood empowerment methodology”, which
comprises a four-dimensional structure: the content embedding methodology of “space-function-resources”, the
carrier expansion methodology of “micro-integration, micro-renewal, and soft embedding”, the subject dynamic
methodology of “basic participation, active participation, and co-creation and sharing”, and the value sublimation
methodology of “cultural context inheritance, scenario construction, and community identity”. This methodology
holds guiding value for urban renewal. In advancing urban renewal initiatives, Jiefangmen Sub-district in
Xincheng District, Xi’an, has verified and interpreted the essence of the neighborhood empowerment methodology
by: aggregating and embedding public service resource clusters with “Jie” as its IP; building new public
cultural space carriers through creative and socialized approaches; establishing a street cultural community via
diversified and collaborative mechanisms; and activating cultural genes and enhancing cultural identity through
culture-tourism integration. It thus provides a sample reference for the high-quality development of public
cultural services at the street level. 2 figs. 1 tab. 25 refs.

Keywords: Urban Renewal; Public Cultural Service; Methodology; Jiefangmen Street, Xi’an City; Directly
Reach the Grassroots Level
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