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Guiding Significance of Public Library in the Transformation of Modern Chi-
nese Libraries

Zhang Shumei Liu Jinsong

Abstract: Education in modern China has undergone a transition from cultivating elite talents to popularizing
education for the general public. Libraries, as the place where knowledge gathers, have also experienced the
transformation from serving for scholars to educating common people. In the splendid transformation of modern
China libraries, the public library has a guiding significance, because it not only opens up the innovation of the
old library service concept and management mode, but also establishes popular, legal and innovative modern li-
braries. The concept of equality, convenience, and active service contained in the public library represents the
basic development direction of public libraries, and it still has an enlightening value for the current grassroots
public library governance. 29 refs.
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