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Legitimacy and Legality of National Emergency Library under Copyright Law
Zhang Lixin Ruan Kaixin

Abstract: After the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak, the Internet Archive of the United States launched the National
Emergency Library project based on the controlled digital lending model, which breaks through the limitation of “ow-
ning and lending” ratio in controlled digital lending, no longer limits the number of digital versions of books lent to
users at the same time, causing a huge controversy over copyright infringement. Under the special background, the
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National Emergency Library maintains public interests and is supported by the analysis of “four elements” of fair
use, thus has the legitimacy and legality in the copyright law. In order to deal with the special situations such as pub-
lic health emergencies, Chinese libraries should consider introducing National Emergency Library services and
make it become a new lending model in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright Law and the actual needs
of China, and the Public Library Law should also add relevant provisions on emergency services. 35 refs.
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