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From Library Viewing Angle: Formation of New Public Sphere in Country
Clans during the Period of Modern China

Based on the Situ Chan Clan Library and the Guan Clan Library in Jiangmen, Guang-
dong

Ren Jiale

Abstract: The traditional patriarchal society had come to break down since the late Qing dynasty; libraries be-
gan to appear in rural areas. The rising intellectual clubs cooperated with rural clans by taking library construc-
tion as a new way to unite members of the same clan. This article examines the changing attitude of the library
circle toward rural library construction, takes the Situ Clan Library and the Guan Clan Library in Guangdong
province as cases to study the fusion the country intellectual clubs with clans, and further analyses the motive of
rural library construction, and multi-influence of libraries on rural societies. 21 refs.
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