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Study on the Copyright Limitation Concerning the Visually Impaired Persons
Accessing Works

From the Perspective of Japanese Experience
Lu Tian

Abstract: The development of digital technology not only provides opportunities for the visually impaired to ac-
cess works, but also brings challenges to copyright law. In order to ratify the provisions of the Marrakesh Treaty,
Japan had amended the Copyright Law in 2018, and formulated the Accessible Reading Act and its basic strategy,
thus to make sure that the visually impaired can use accessible format copies. In comparison with the Marrakesh
Treaty and the Japanese amendments, Copyright Law in China neither clarifies the subject of the exception, nor
can it solve the real dilemma of insufficient supply of accessible textbooks. At the meantime, it also ignores the
benefit balance between the copyright owner and the visually impaired. It is necessary to improve the public li-
brary law and other supporting laws to confirm the scope of the subject, clarify the further restrictions on the use
of the results, clarify the pre—terms of commercial availability, and improve the provisions of the text and calli-
graphy licensing. 1 fig. 1 tab. 23 refs.
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