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A Comparative Study on Public Library Service Standards between China
and UK Facing the Revision of Public Library Service Specifications

Zhao Yuan Hu Yiting

Abstract: In the context that the principal contraction facing Chinese society in the new era has evolved, it is
necessary to update the Public Library Service Specifications which has been implemented for eight years. There-
fore, based on three comparison principles, including adaptability, perceptiveness and maneuverability, this
article compares China’ s standards with that of UK comprehensively, sums up their similarities and differ-
ences, probes into the cause of the differences, and analyzes its advantages and disadvantages. Finally, based
on the demand of the social, economic and cultural development for the development of public librarianship in
the new era, four enlightenments for perfecting the Public Library Service Specifications are put forward, inclu-
ding changing its framework from hierarchical to enumerated, writing “set a performance monitoring tool for
public libraries” into the destination that the standards are trying to achieve, implementing the people—centered
development concept in each specific indicator, and incorporating dynamic implementation mechanism into the
Public Library Service Specifications. 2 tabs. 19 refs.
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