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Introduction to the Institutional Evolution of the National Peiping Library
(1909-1949)

Wang Qingyun Rong Jie

Abstract: This paper sorts out the changes in the organizational structure of the National Library of China and
the corresponding institutional responsibilities between 1909 and 1949 according to the relevant historical mate-
rials collected by the National Library of China. During this period, the library institutions have undergone
changes “from simple to complete” and “from unstable to relatively stable”, while institution responsibilities
have undergone changes “from rough to fine”. The changes in library institutions and responsibilities were main-
ly due to external reasons such as the development of education and publishing, which were also directly affect-
ed by internal factors such as the concept of library management, the construction of library documentation,
reader service and the size of the workforce. 7 figs. 3 tabs. 22 refs.
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