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Study on Pan Tianzhen’s Contribution to the Preservation and Conser-
vation of Chinese Rare Books

Zhou Yujiao

Abstract: Pan Tianzhen, a textual bibliographer, has made important contributions to the preservation and
conservation of rare books in China throughout his life; however, no articles have been seen about his life sto-
ry, writings and contributions. This paper sorts out the historical facts related to his early study and library ca-
reer, and summarizes his contributions to the preservation and conservation of rare books, such as serving as
the deputy chief editor of Chinese Ancient Rare Booklist, proposing to compile the Existing Bibliography of Rare
Books of China, and devoting himself to the collection, preservation and utilization of rare books. In terms of
his personal writings, Pan Tianzhen participated in the discussion of some pending issues in the field of rare
books research, such as “Books Wuxi Hui Tong Guan printed in the Ming dynasty were of tin movable type ver-
sion or not” , and actively promoted the research on the JiGuGe collections, also pointed out the shortcomings
of previous studies, and his rigorous academic attitude left a deep impression on later generations. 48 refs.
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