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Study on Main-Branch Library Mode of Rural Library of Li Zhonglv

Zou Guixiang

Abstract: In 1931, Li Zhonglv put forward a systematic main-branch mode of rural library in Research on Oper-
ating Mode of Rural Libraries. Using the construction and management experience of folk libraries in the Euro-
pean countries and the United States of America, combined with the reality in China’s countryside, he put for-
ward a four-level service mode of main library, branch library, manage office and loan office centered on county
libraries, which could be seen as the predecessor of the theory of main-branch library in China’s public librar-
ies. In this book, the concept of state-establishing-people-sharing and co-management of officers and civilians
in rural libraries was put forward; the operation and management of libraries should be adjusted to local condi-
tions and changed through time; professional literacy and service concept of curators should be paid attention
to; and the sustainable development of rural library undertakings should also be taken into account. This mode

has a certain referential significance to main-branch construction of China’s current public libraries. 12 refs.
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