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Exploration on the Development of Private Libraries by Overseas
Chinese during the Period of the Republic of China
——A Case Study on Jingtang Library in Xinhui

Mo Yanhong

Abstract: In the period of the Republic of China, overseas Chinese came back hometown one after another to
make donations for the setting up of libraries to enlighten the people and save the nation. Jingtang Library in
Xinhui is one of the overseas Chinese private libraries, which was solely donated and constructed by Feng Ping-
shan. This article summarizes the origin and development of Jingtang Library during the period of the Republic
of China, and analyses the causes of the prosperity and maintaining lasting vitality of the overseas Chinese pri-
vate libraries in terms of library, reader and social factor. 1 fig. 2 tabs. 27 refs.
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