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Investigation and Analysis on Collection Disposal Policies in Chinese
Public Libraries——Taking 43 Public Libraries at and above Sub-Pro-
vincial Level as Examples

Wen Fangfang Pan Yichen Ji Yixin

Abstract: Using policy document analysis, this paper analyzes the collection disposal policies of public
libraries at and above the sub—provincial level in China, summarizes the content and commonalities of policies,
and proposes deficiencies and accommodations. The research finds that the contents of collection disposal poli-
cies of public libraries mainly focus on policy objectives, organizational structure, elimination principles and
standards, scope of eliminated materials, procedures of elimination, and post—processing of elimination. Col-
lection disposal policies in public libraries have formed a uniform system in total, and a consensus on several
specific contents has reached. But there are some weaknesses and therefore some suggestions are proposed : im-
prove the standardization of policy documents and make policy content as specific as possible; define terms in-
volved in the policies and clarify the relationship among them; clear the boundaries among various topics to a-
void duplication; expand the scope of collection disposal to incorporate special carrier literature; improve the
supervision to collection disposal and ensure the implementation effect. 4 tabs. 11 refs.
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