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Contributions of the Library World to China’s War Effort in the War
of Resistance to Japan

Ni Demao

Abstract: After the outbreak of the War of Resistance to Japan, China’s library world confronted such difficul-
ties as funding shortage, reductions in personnel, enemy occupation and bombing of houses, enemy theft of
books, and other damages. However, under the leadership of the government and an appeal to the library world
by representatives, the library world unflinchingly took up the responsibility of supporting the war effort. They
developed propaganda for saving China and aroused people to resisting Japan’s army, exposed Japanese
atrocities and strove for international sympathy, provided book—lending services and offered pabulum for army,
carried public education to improve people’s abilities of resistance to Japan and save themselves, salvaged rare
and precious books from occupied territories to preserve Chinese culture, raised fund and materials to support
the front and laid the foundation for defeating the Japanese army ultimately. 57 refs.

Keywords: Library History; Library World; War of Resistance to Japan; Contribution
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